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Respected Rector Professor Markuszewski, Respected Deans of the Medical University of
Gdansk, Distinguished Guests, Families of our Graduates, and — first and foremost — you Dear
Graduates of the English Division Class 2025.

Thank you for inviting me to your Graduation Ceremony. | am honoured and pleased to be
with you here today, at this very special moment, so important and meaningful in both your
professional career and your private lives. This day, when you receive your MD diploma, the
key to your medical careers, definitely has the taste of success and accomplishment, pride and
joy. You have made it successfully through 6 years of multiple challenges, both intellectual
and emotional, through more than 100 medical subjects, through periods of crisis and
moments of glory. Congratulations!

Despite the massive workload many of you have been willing and able to dedicate your time
and effort to much more than the obligatory curriculum. All of you who were active in the
Resource Team, Student Scientific Society and scientific circles, student organisations like
AMSA, SASS, Phi Delta Epsilon, IFMSA and others, all who organized conferences, meetings,
national or regional culture days, who contributed to “Breaking the Stereotypes” in daily
campus life and by writing articles to Gazeta GUMed, all those who got involved in the Culture
of Respect campaign, all who collaborated with so much enthusiasm with our
Internationalization Office and Welcome Point in particular, all those who were involved in
charity actions and helped support Ukrainian refugees — you all deserve a great round of
applause.

| am sure this special day is also saturated with love and gratitude that you all have to your
Dear Ones, who have supported you in many ways, hoped for and wished the best for you and
were always there to listen, offer consolation, and keep up your spirit when times got rough.
For many of you and your Dearest Ones, several years of your studies in a remote country far
away from home must have been a challenge, especially since the world became so much
more unstable, first due to the pandemic, then due to international conflicts, also very close
to Poland.

John Le Carre, one of my favourite authors, wrote a great novel that | would like to
recommend to you now: “Constant Gardener”. Read it and you will not regret a page, nor a
minute spent reading. Without disclosing spoilers, and putting aside the British political
culture background related to the title, | would like to make use of the title.

What if we look at our own lives as gardens? All our good deeds and words, all our bonds of
love and friendship, all our professional commitment, empathy, understanding, acts of
kindness and charity planted like beautiful flowers, bushes and trees, but requiring patient,
persistent care and attention or otherwise the garden would overgrow with weeds and fall
into disarray.

A constant gardener is consistently dedicated, patient, and loyal, often in the face of adversity
or difficult circumstances. A constant gardener also symbolizes someone who perseveres in
their pursuits, whether personal or professional, with a quiet strength and determination.
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Then, aren’t the Parents constant gardeners when they take care of their children to make
sure they can safely make it to adulthood and independence? And, will you not be constant
gardeners when you keep caring about your personal growth and professional development,
and later, maybe also your own children? Life is a garden, indeed. Be patient and persistent
at making your own a beautiful place of calmness and peace, welcoming, offering shelter, rest
and comfort to you and everyone you meet.

As physicians, you will have the opportunity and the moral obligation to positively affect other
peoples’ lives at both individual and community levels, regardless of all and any differences
between them. For the sake of individual and public health, for safety, for environmental
protection, and more. By now you know well how vast the concept of health is, how fragile it
can be, and how many factors can affect it.

You have chosen the profession in which you need to know a lot, understand a lot, be able to
propose and take actions, act as a knowledgeable expert, consultant or advisor. A lot of
responsibility, much importance. And a lot of continued postgraduate learning and
neverending teamwork.

In my final words | would like to wish you unceasing motivation in your efforts to be the best
you can. As good as possible — in your relationships, in your professional practice, in making
the little world around you better, healthier, safer, more reasonable, more fair and peaceful.
More than ever, the world needs people of values and high moral standards, who adhere to
logic and common sense, appreciate and make the right use of evidence, and are not afraid of
taking a stand against evil, injustice or absurd.

| wish you all best of success in your postgraduate medical education to the benefit of your
patients and your own satisfaction, as well as best of happiness in your private lives. Be
successful and be great ambassadors of our university wherever you go to live and practice.

I hope you gladly keep in touch with the university in your new role of the International Alumni
of the Medical University of Gdansk.

Best of luck to you all, Dear Colleagues!
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